Welcome to the new TFN Handicap Service in conjunction with the Chicago District Golf Association (CDGA) system

Thank you for signing up for The Fairway Network’s Handicap Service. For those members still deciding whether or not to subscribe, please review this letter and the attached Handicap Information flyer. Both contain information about the Handicap process, how to get and use a Handicap Index and why you want one. It’s not too late to sign up.

Those of you who have signed up, you either have or will soon receive an e-mail from the CDGA with a picture of your Handicap card in it. On that card is the name of your club – The Fairway Network – a local number and an association number. The first one you see will probably be empty of scores. Rose is working hard to get last year’s scores posted for you so look for an updated card soon.

Posting Scores on the Internet

Go to the CDGA website (www.CDGA.org). In the middle of their home page you will see a link to Post a score online. Click that link. You will be asked to select your club name from a drop down menu. We are listed under T for The Fairway Network. You will also be asked for either your local or your association number.

The first time in the system, you will be asked to establish a password which you will need to access the system on future visits. 

Next you will be taken to the post a score page. Put in your Adjusted Gross Score (for information on how to calculate your Adjusted Gross Score please below) and click Enter Score and Continue. The next page you see will allow you to edit the date played, change the number of holes, select the type of score – Home (TFN does not use this option since we do not have a home course in the CDGA system), Away (appropriate for most of your postings) or Tournament (Fairway Cup rounds are considered Tournament scores for TFN purposes) – and enter the Rating/Slope for the course you played. When you choose Away, you can use the course lookup to see if the course is in the CDGA database. Once you select a course from that database, the rating and slope will be filled in automatically but you will need to select the correct tees played.

Once all the information is entered, select Next and you will have an opportunity to check the information. If all the information is correct, select Post Score and you will be taken to your score posting sheet where you can see all the scores you have posted. There you will be given the option to post more scores.

Other Posting Options

You may also post your scores on the computer at any club in the CDGA association. For example, if you happen to play a round at Water’s Edge, their computer is connected to the CDGA system and you can post right there.

Getting Your Card

Your Handicap card will be mailed to you. You can also print one from the CDGA website. Stickers with updated handicap information can be printed from any course computer in the CDGA system.

Calculating Your Adjusted Gross Score (AGS)

In order to keep the handicap index fair and consistent, the USGA limits the number of strokes you can take on any one hole based on your ability. They call this Equitable Stroke Control. To get your AGS, look at your scorecard and adjust the score on your blow up holes down according to your handicap index as follows:




Handicap

Maximum per hole score




40+


10




30-39


9




20-29


8




10-19


7




<10


double bogey

As an example, if I have a Handicap of 24 on a particular course and I shoot a 10 on a terrible par 5 (as I still frequently do), I would write down the 10 on my scorecard but when I report my score in the handicap system, that hole would be adjusted to an 8 since that is the maximum score I can take on a single hole.

If you do not yet have a handicap (you have not yet posted 5 rounds), to figure out how to adjust the scores, take your score and subtract the course par from it. For example, if you shoot a 108 on a par 72, subtract 72 from 108 leaving you with 36. Then use that 36 as though it were your Handicap. Since handicaps in the 30’s only allow a maximum of 9 strokes per hole, reduce any holes over 9 strokes to 9s and re-calculate your total. That is your AGS and it is the number you should post.

Please note: AGSs are calculated based on your course Handicap, not your Handicap Index. Your Handicap will be higher than your Index on hard courses and lower than your Index on some easy courses so be sure to calculate your actual course Handicap before adjusting your score.

Calculating a Course Handicap Using Your Index

Your Index is converted to a course Handicap using a formula created by the USGA that takes into consideration how difficult the course you are about to play is. Most courses have either a computer that will do the calculation for you or tables that will allow you to look up your Handicap based on your Index. The CDGA website also has a link to a calculator to do that on its home page.

If you are so brave as to want to do the calculation yourself the formula is:

Your Index * Slope of Course / 113 rounded to the nearest whole number

For example, my Index is currently 24. If I play Whisper Creek which has a slope of 124 my Handicap for that course is:

24 * 124 / 113 = 26.3 rounded down to 26

Which Scores to Post

You must post all scores from full rounds of 18 holes played during golf season, which in Chicago runs from April 4th through October 15th. You should also post all your scores during the off season if you play in areas of the country with year round golf seasons like Florida and Arizona. Your Index will begin to be calculated as soon as you have posted 5 rounds. Once you have posted 20 rounds, the Index is calculated based on the best 10 of your last 20 scores.

If you play a 9 hole course, you should save that score and report it when you play a second 9 hole course. Together the two rounds represent one 18 hole round for Handicapping purposes. Add the 9-hole course ratings together and average the slope ratings to get the slope and rating numbers for that round.

DO NOT POST if you have played fewer than 13 holes (use that for a 9-hole combination instead), if you play in a competition like a Scramble where you don’t play your own shots all the time or in a game where you can’t use every club, or rounds played in the off season under bad conditions (winter golf in Chicago can be fun but it shouldn’t be included in your Handicap Index).

For More Information

Included below is a flyer on Handicapping and one listing Definitions used by the USGA. The USGA also puts out a booklet called “Uncle Snoopy Wants You to Know How to Use Your Handicap” which includes all the tables to convert an Index to a Handicap. E-mail Rose if you would like a copy.

If you have any questions, e-mail me at wdeutsch@yahoo.com and I will be happy to find out the answers for you.

Start Posting and Enjoy

Waverly Deutsch

2005 Handicap Committee Chair, TFN

The Fairway Network Handicap Service

What is a Handicap Index?

A handicap index is a relative rating of a golfer’s skill. It is calculated using a standard formula created by the U.S. Golf Association (USGA) that averages the 10 best scores in your last 20 rounds.

Who should get a Handicap Index?

Everyone who plays golf regularly. Why? A handicap index makes golf more fun. It allows you to track progress as you get better. It enables you to compete on equal footing with golfers who are better than you. It allows you to set you own PAR for a particular course. You must have a handicap index to play in USGA amateur events or league competitions like the Fairway Cup.

How do I get a Handicap Index?
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Sign up with a USGA recognized golf club. This can be a physical golf course or country club or can be a virtual organization like The Fairway Network. Each club has a system for collecting your scores and calculating your handicap index on a regular basis. The Fairway Network handicap service uses the Chicago District Golf Association (CDGA) system. This means, if you sign up for the TFN service, you will get an ID to log on to the CDGA website (www.cdga.org) or onto any CDGA course computer. There you can enter your scores, print a current handicap card and look up other TFN members handicap indexes.

Once I have a Handicap Index, how do I use it?

You can use your index to make the game more fun every time you play. Your handicap index, combined with the slope and rating for any given course will give you a handicap for that specific course. For example, my handicap index is currently 23.6. If I play a course that has a slope of 122 and a rating of 70.4 like Harborside International, my handicap for that course is 25, meaning if I have a good round, I should shoot par plus 25 or 97. In truth, your handicap index is calculated using your best scores and only gives you about 94% of the difference so more often you will still shoot above that number, typically by 3 strokes.

Most courses have a calculator that will allow you to plug in your index and the course slope and rating to find your specific course handicap. There are also paper versions of tables that do the conversion for you. Or, you can go on-line before your round to the USGA website where they have a calculator page (www.usga.org/handicap/slope_calculator/index.asp). 

You can use your handicap to play a competitive round with someone who is better than or not as good as you. Here’s how that works. If your handicap for the course is 35 and your playing companion’s is 25, then she has to give you 10 strokes. You get those strokes on the 10 hardest holes on the course. If you look on the score card, each hole has a handicap number. This tells you how hard each hole plays relative to the others. The hole with handicap 1 is the hardest, 18 is the easiest. So, your playing companion gives you 10 strokes and hole number 1 is listed as the 7th hardest on the course. You shoot an 8 and your companion shoots a 7 but since this hole is in the top ten hardest, you get a stroke making your score a 7 and you tie the hole.

Which scores should I use in the Handicap Index system?

You post all your scores! This is important. An accurate, fair handicap index can only be calculated if all your scores are entered. You do not enter a score if you play less than 13 holes, if you play in an event in which you don’t always play your own ball, like a scramble, or if you play off season in the winter and the conditions are really bad. But other than that you should enter every score. Your handicap index is an indication of your potential. It is calculated using the best 10 of the last 20 rounds you’ve played so it’s not your average – it’s you on a good day.

Are there any limits on the scores I use for my Handicap Index?

Yes. In order to keep the handicap index fair and consistent, the USGA limits the number of strokes you can take on any one hole based on your ability. If your handicap on a particular course is 40 or higher, the highest number you can report for any one hole is 10 strokes. As you get better and your handicap goes down, the maximum strokes per hole also goes down so a 30-39 handicap player can not report more than 9 per hole, 20-29 must stop at 8, a player in the teens maxs out at 7 and a really good golfer with a single digit handicap can only report a maximum of double bogey for any hole. This is called your Adjusted Gross Score (AGS). Going back to the example of me playing Harborside, where my handicap is 25, if I shot a 10 on a terrible par 5, I would still write down the 10 on my scorecard but when I reported my score in the handicap system, that hole would be adjusted to an 8 since that is the maximum score I can take on a single hole.

Why can everyone in TFN see my Handicap Index on the CDGA website?

In many ways, the fairness of the handicap system in competitive play relies on the honor system. We trust that you are entering all your scores, accurately and in a timely fashion. But, the USGA believes that peer review is a good way to keep everyone honest. You can check your playing partner’s handicap before you play. You don’t have to take her word for it. In addition to peer review, the USGA requires each club to have a handicap Committee to ensure that all competitions are administered fairly.

Should I be embarrassed if I have a high Handicap Index?
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Absolutely not! While we would all like to be scratch golfers who could par every hole, we’re not. Thank goodness we don’t make our livelihoods playing golf. You are actually in the vast majority with that relatively high handicap index. In fact, less than 20% of women golfers in the U.S. have handicap indexes under 20.

How much does it cost?

The TFN handicap Service costs $30 for the whole year. In addition to getting access to the CDGA website for handicapping services, you will also get all the benefits offered by the CDGA. This includes the CDGA Magazine, two-for-one tee times specials and other discounts and the Aces Club which offers recognition and prizes for getting a hole-in-one (hey, it could happen).

USGA Handicap Information – DEFINITIONS
Active Season – The period of time, determined by the authorized golf association having jurisdiction in a given area, during which scores made there will be accepted for handicap purposes.

Adjusted Gross Score – A player’s gross score adjusted under USGA Handicap System procedures for unfinished holes, conceded strokes, holes not played or not played under the Rules of Golf, or Equitable Stroke Control. 

Authorized Golf Association – A golf association that has jurisdiction and has been licensed by the USGA to issue USGA Handicap Indexes and/or USGA Course and Slope Ratings in its state, district or region through its golf clubs.

Bogey Golfer – A male bogey golfer has a USGA Handicap Index of 17.5 to 22.4. He can hit tee shots an average of 200 yards and can reach a 370-yard hole in two shots. 

A female bogey golfer has a USGA Handicap Index of 21.5 to 26.4. She can hit tee shots an average of 150 yards and can reach a 280-yard hole in two shots. 

Course Handicap – The USGA’s mark that indicates the number of handicap strokes a player receives from a specific set of tees at the course being played to adjust his scoring ability to the level of scratch or 0-handicap golf. For a player with a plus Course Handicap, it is the number of handicap strokes the player gives to adjust his scoring ability to the level of scratch or 0-handicap golf. A Course Handicap is determined by applying the player’s USGA Handicap Index to a Course Handicap Table or Course Handicap Formula. A player’s Course Handicap is expressed as a whole number of strokes.

Course Handicap Table – A chart that converts a USGA Handicap Index to a Course Handicap based on the USGA Slope Rating for the set of tees played. 

Course Rating – The USGA’s mark that indicates the evaluation of the playing difficulty of a course for scratch golfers under normal course and weather conditions.

Course Slope – The USGA’s mark that indicates the measurement of the relative difficulty of a course for players who are not scratch golfers compared to the Course Rating (i.e., compared to the difficulty of a course for scratch golfers). The lowest Slope Rating is 55 and the highest is 155. A golf course of standard playing difficulty has a USGA Slope Rating of 113.

Equitable Stroke Control – The downward adjustment of individual hole scores for handicap purposes in order to make handicaps more representative of a player’s potential ability. ESC sets a maximum number that a player can post on any hole depending on the player’s Course Handicap. 

Golf Club – An organization of at least ten individual members that operates under 

Gross Score – The number of actual strokes plus any penalty strokes taken by a player.

Handicap Committee – The committee of a golf club that ensures compliance with the USGA Handicap System, including peer review. A majority of the Handicap Committee must be members of the club; club employees may serve on the Handicap Committee, but an employee may not serve as chairman.

Handicap Differential – The difference between a players’s adjusted gross score and the USGA Course Rating of the course on which the score was made, multiplied by 113, then divided by the USGA Slope Rating from the tees played and rounded to the nearest tenth. 

Handicap Index – The USGA’s service mark used to indicate a measurement of a player’s potential ability on a course of standard playing difficulty. It is expressed as a number taken to one decimal place, and is used for conversion to a Course Handicap. 

Handicap-Stroke Hole – A hole on which a player is entitled to apply a handicap stroke or strokes to his gross score. 

Inactive Season – The period of time determined by the authorized golf association in a given jurisdiction during which scores made there will not be accepted for handicap purposes.

Net Score – The score after handicap strokes have been subtracted from the gross score. 

Par – The score that an expert golfer would be expected to make for a given hole. Par means errorless play under ordinary weather conditions, allowing two strokes on the putting green.

Peer Review – The process of providing a reasonable and regular opportunity for members of a golf club to play golf with each other, and of providing access to scoring records and USGA Handicap Indexes for inspection by others, including but not limited to fellow members and the club’s Handicap Committee.

Preferred Lies (Winter Rules) – A local rule that may be adopted by the Committee in the event of adverse conditions that are so general throughout a course that improving the lie of the ball in a specified way would promote fair play or help protect the course.

Score Type – The score type indicates specific aspects of a score and should be designated in the following manner:  A=Away, AI=Away Internet, C=Combined Nines, I=Internet, P=Penalty, T=Tournament, TI=Tournament Internet. The designated letter(s) shall immediately follow the adjusted gross score if the score type is either a Tournament Score or an Internet posted score.

Scoring Record – A scoring record is a file composed of the most recent 20 scores posted by a player, plus any eligible tournament scores, along with appropriate USGA Course Ratings and Slope Ratings and dates.

Scratch Golfer – A male scratch golfer is an amateur player who plays to the standard of the field of stroke-play qualifiers competing at the U.S. Amateur Championship site. A male scratch golfer can hit tee shots an average of 250 yards and can reach a 470-yard hole in two shots.

A female scratch golfer is an amateur player who plays to the standard of the field of stroke-play qualifiers at the U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship site. A female scratch golfer can hit tee shots an average of 210 yards and can reach a 400-yard hole in two shots.

Tournament Score – A score made in a competition organized and conducted by a committee in charge of the competition. The competition must identify a winner(s) based on a stipulated round(s), and must be played under the principles of the Rules of Golf.

Trend Handicap – A trend handicap is an unofficial estimate of a handicap, which may include unreviewed scores since the previous revision and might not be based on the current scoring record. The trend is not an official handicap and should not be used in formal competition. Use of trend is not recommended by the USGA.

